
high mortality rate on account of the pressure which
caused organic changes and made the patients poor
surgical risks.

discussion.

Dr. Thomas S. Cullen, of Baltimore, Md., stated
four and a half years ago he saw a patient who weighed
174 lb. She was supposed to have had an ovarian cyst,
but it turned out to be a fibroid tumor. They operated,
removed an 89-lb. fibroid, and the patient immediately
after operation weighed 85 lb. After a week in the
hospital, when edema began, she weighed 80j lb., andalthough she developed bed sores, she promptly re-
covered. In that case after operation the ribs stuck out
six inches and the recti muscles which lay high up on
either side gradually came together until at the present
time they were only 2 cm. apart.
Dr. Alexander Hugh Ferguson stated he was

called to a small town near Indianapolis to see a woman
with a large ovarian cyst. She had carcinoma of the
left breast and gallstones. She was in a bad condition.
He introduced a small trocar and cánula which went
into a cyst that was quite watery. The trocar was left
in place for twenty-four hours. The next day she was
able to eat, a thing she had not been able to do for two
weeks, and was able to swallow. Her heart, which was
bad, improved. He passed a large trocar in another
direction through the same opening, and allowed it to
remain for another twenty-four hours, and then she
was brought to Chicago, and three days later he
operated and at one sitting removed the cyst, the left
breast and 1,250 gallstones from the gall bladder, and
she recovered.

(To be continued.)

BookReviews

The Principles of Gynecology. By W. Blair
Bell, B.S., M.D. Lond., Assistant Gyneco-
logical Surgeon, Royal Infirmary, Liverpool.
With 6 colored plates and 357 illustrations in
the text. London, New York, Bombay and
Calcutta: Longmans, Green & Co. 1910.
This is a clearly printed, well-bound and satis-

factorily illustrated book of 551 pages representing
the author's experience in the Royal Infirmary in
Liverpool. All references to the literature and,
therefore, proper names have been omitted be-
cause of the author's belief that they are not
needed in a textbook for students and the general
practitioner. An attempt has been made to
adopt a simpler and more logical arrangement
than is found in the time-worn treatises on gyne-
cology. The book opens with excellent chapters
on the development and the anatomy and physio-logy of the genital organs. The photomicrographs
are especially good here, and the many examples
found elsewhere are a strong feature of the book.
The chapter on case taking and the examination
leaves something to be desired in that the positionsof the patient and the physician in the examination
are figured faultily in the case of both the dorsal
and the Sims position. The titles of the succeedingchapters show the author's somewhat unusual
classification: " Congenital derangement of the
normal anatomical conditions—malformations:

Acquired derangements of the normal anatomical
conditions

—

injuries; Acquired derangements of
the normal anatomical conditions

—

displace-
ments; Disorders of the normal physiological con-
ditions in relation to menstruation; Disorders of
the normal physiological conditions in relation to
conception; Infective and parasitic diseases of
the genital tract; Retention and effusion cysts of
the genital tract; Innocent neoplasms of the
genital tract; Malignant neoplasms of the genital
tract; The preparations for operation and the
subsequent management of the case; The main
principles of gynecological operations, with some
details of their technic." One appendix con-
siders electrotherapeutics in gynecology and
another, the classification of the causes of certain
symptoms. An excellent index with the chief
references in dark type closes the book.
Chapter VII, treating of displacements and the

use of pessaries, is not satisfactory from the
standpoint of the American gynecologist, particu-
larly as to the handling of pessaries, although
the advice as to the choice of operative procedures
for the correction of displacements is sound. As
much cannot be said of the plastic operationsrecommended and figured in the later chapters.
For instance, Pozzi's operation for congenital
stenosis of the cervix and the form of amputation
of the cervix, figured on pages 496-498, have been
too little proven to justify recommending them to
students, and the borrowed figures of plastic
operations on the pelvic floor and the figures of
the operation for vesico-vaginal fistula are too
diagrammatical to show properly the steps taken.
Any conservative operator would question the
advisability of sewing the bladder to the abdomi-
nal wound in performing hysteropexy as shown in
Figure 312, on page 462. There are several good
colored plates and the illustrations, as a whole, arewell executed. The book is to be commended as
an able exposition to the student of gynecologyfrom a new point of view.
Diagnosis and Treatment of Diseases of Women.
By Harry Sturgeon Crossen, M.D., Pro-
fessor of Clinical Gynecology, Washington
University; Gynecologist to Washington Uni-
versity Hospital and Director of the Gyneco-
logical Clinic; Gynecologist to St. Louis Mul-
lanphy Hospital, etc. Second edition, revised
and enlarged. With 744 engravings. St. Louis:
C. V. Mosby Company. 1910.
This second edition, as far as page 685, with the

exception of an added list of illustrations and a
regrouping of the figures in the first forty pages,
is identically the same page for page as the first
edition, a review of which was published in this
Journal, Jan. 9, 1908.
The book now has 1,025 pages instead of 799,and 744 illustrations as against 700, but, on ac-

count of the thinner glazed paper upon which it
is printed, the volume is no larger than the first.
Following page 685, where are to be found some

additions to the treatment of malignant diseases
of the uterus, there are abundant evidences of a

'thorough revision and amplification. The chapter
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on pelvic inflammation has much new matter and
new illustrations. Some of the latter are especially
good, notably Figure 631, showing the connective
tissue of the pelvis, and Figures 634 to 640, illus-
trating the opening and draining of a pelvic
abscess. This chapter and the section on ex-
tra-uterine pregnancy in the following chapter
are most satisfactory expositions of these subjects.
The chapters on tumors of the ovary and paro-
varium and on malformations have been re-
written and illustrated anew, and the same may
be said of the chapter on disturbances of function.
The use of stem pessaries has been introduced
into the treatment of dysmenorrhea in the virgin,
and intermenstrual pain, precocious and vicarious
menstruation receive more adequate treatment.
The author has introduced into the chapter on
the invasion of the abdominal cavity some new

figures to explain his method of caring for gauze
strip sponges during abdominal operations, and
has inserted into the same chapter eight pages
of tables of reported cases of foreign bodies lost
in the abdominal cavity. The chapter on medico-
legal points in gynecology has been enlarged. The
index now consists of thirty-three double column
pages compared with less than seven four-
column pages in the first edition, and is much more
useful.
As was said in the review of the first edition, the

book abounds in useful practical points in technic.
This edition is better than the first. It would be
still further improved if a lot of the illustrations
which show very little were omitted and others,
which are crowded together and thus separate
the text, such as those on pages 202 to 209, 212
to 218 and 245 to 251, all of these pages containing
no text at all, were distributed.
A Treatise on Orthopedic Surgery. By Royal
Whitman, M.D. Fourth edition. Lea &
Febiger. 1910.
This excellent work has rapidly reached a

fourth edition, demonstrating both the value of
the treatise and a general interest in the subject.
The third edition was so complete that the author
has not found it necessary to make many changes
in the latest publication. The book is of standard
quality, both in text and appearance.

Sanitary Statistics of the Italian Navy for the
Years 1905-1906. Rome: Ludovico Cecchini.
1910.
This belated biennial report of the Italian

naval health inspector to the Minister of the
Marine presents interesting tabulation of the
incidence and duration of diseases among sailors
in the Royal Italian Navy during the period
noted. It is instructive to observe that in each
year the minimal incidence of both syphilis and
gonorrhea occurred in December. As the inspector
remarks in his comment: "The cold of this
month is not propitious for vagabond affections."

Pellagra. By Dr. A. Marie. With Introductory
Notes by Professor Lombroso. Authorized
translation from the French by C. H. Lavinder,

M.D., and J. W. Babcock, M.D. With addi-
tions, illustrations, bibliography and appen-
dices. Columbia, S. C: The State Company.
1910.
Dr. Marie's monograph on pellagra, of which the

present volume is a translation and adaptation,
is itself an abridgment of Lombroso's extensive
treatise on the same subject. The latter was by
general consent the leading authority in the world
on pellagra, to which he had devoted much time
in study and great skill in scientific research;
and in selecting for presentation to the American
profession the French version of his work, the
translators have acted with great good judgment.
Their work of translation and revision has been
well done and affords an admirable example of
comparative literary study in medical science,
a kind of work which is nowadays unfortunately
rare. There is an excellent prefatory note by
Lombroso, written for this translation shortly
before his death. There has hitherto been no

good treatise in English on pellagra. This book
supplies that defect and should constitute a
valuable contribution to the materials and data
now being accumulated for the study and ulti-
mate eradication of the disease in this country.
Diseases of the Eye, a Handbook of Ophthalmic
Practice. By G. E. de Schweinitz, M.D.,
Professor of Ophthalmology, University of
Pennsylvania. With 351 illustrations and
seven chromolithographic plates. Sixth re-
vised edition. Philadelphia: W. B. Saunders
Company. 1910.
Certain portions of the book have been largely

rewritten; for example, parts of the chapters
on Cataract, Diseases of the Retina, and Glau-
coma; Iritis and its Manifestations; the Patho-
genesis of Sympathetic Ophthalmia; Intra-ocular
Optic Nerve Inflammation (Optic Neuritis) and
Edema (Choked Disc, Papilledema) ; Nystagmus;
Pulsating Exophthalmos; the Operations for
Ptosis and Orbital Operations, which will no

doubt enable this edition of the work to
maintain its well-known position as a textbook
on ophthalmology.
Modern Materia Medica and Therapeutics. By
A. A. Stevens, A.M., M.D. Fifth edition.
Philadelphia and London: W. B. Saunders
Company. 1910.
As the title indicates, this is a work on materia

medica and therapeutics and not on pharma-
cology. The amount and quality of the latter
given under " Physiologic Action " is not always
up to the present standard. The book is divided
into two parts, the first considering the drugs
with their properties and uses, while the second
portion deals with diseases and their treatment.
The latter section is somewhat more valuable
than the first, yet it is not wholly up to date,
and especially the chapters dealing with gastro-
intestinal diseases. However, both students and
practitioners may derive from it some convenient
information.
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